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"Atraditional course is all about readi ng the textbook, taking notes
and nenorizing. Wth a traditional course, an individual only gets an
overview of the topic. You can't get in depth with the topic because of the
[imted tine.

Wth an internship course, there is hands on contact. Wat you have
read in the textbook becones real. It is as if you made up your own textbook
You concentrate on the area you're interested in, and nmake your own
observati ons and devel op your own questions. Whatever you learn in this
situation will stay with you. There's no roomfor nenorization. You nake your
own nmenories as you go along."

"I amfeeling that | am breaking through the surface of the distant,
i npersonal theories |I've read about concerning the situations |I am dealing
with and hearing about into a stark reality, into the realization that these
situations are real and concern people | amseeing day to day. It is a
haunti ng new awareness that is just beginning. How do | effectively deal wth
this transition? | feel | have |ived such a sheltered life."

"I'n nmost of ny other courses | have read a | ot of books, taken tests,
and witten research papers--typical college stuff. Interestingly, |I could
skip a day of class very easily without calling the professor and expl ai ni ng
why | wasn't there, but this internship conpels ne to be there on the days
schedul ed and if sonething major cones up, | would not dream of not calling
and letting them know why | wouldn't be there. | suppose this has nuch nore
of a job feel than cl ass does."

"I did learn things here I could not have |earned in class. This hel ped
me to put ny book know edge to work in a non-threatening setting. If |
screwed up, | was not getting fired. | learned a | ot about crimnal |aw, nade
sone definite decisions about what type of law |l would like to go into if |
go to law school, and | nmanaged to overcone ny personal shyness. Pretty good
for only a senester.”

“In this internship course I'"'mlearning a |lot of valuable skills that I
will use forever. Wiat kind of class could really teach you how to
communi cate with people unlike yourself? At first | found it very difficult
to comunicate with the clients because | was unsure how to act. Now | feel
very confortable with nost of the clients and | can tell that they fee
confortable with nme. There's no way that you could learn that in a classroom

with your peers. | think this course incorporates |learning fromtraditional
courses, but here you get to apply it. Mst traditional course |earning cones
from nmenorization but here it comes fromthinking. | do believe that this is

a course that |1've learned the nost fromduring ny college career and | al so



enj oyed doing it."

"I think that | have definitely gained confidence in ny "professional"”
self. Also, | realize that there is a "dork period" in very new job. It lasts
a while, and it is a period when you do not know what you are doi ng because
it just takes that | ong to understand how the office works."

"An inportant thing to renenber in an internship is to ask questions.
The nost inportant matter to stay focused on though, is the sociol ogical
perspective while entrenched in this internship. Many of the actions that
happen during a day are highly individual, and as a result it can be easy to
forget that they did not appear out of a vacuumall by thenselves. There are
many contributing factors.”

"l have been noticing that these kids really do have things in comon.
It amazes nme how many of these kids have parents with histories of crimna
activities. | amal so amazed by the nunber of kids living below the poverty
| evel . | know that these things shouldn't shock nme |like they do because |
have read many textbooks and many articles that have said the sane things. |
guess it is just different when you cone face-to-face wth the data yourself
and can put faces with the statistics. After all, these are kids, not just
sets of nunmbers to nme anynore.”

"This internship has enabled nme to see past ny own [imted world and
into the everyday lives of others. |I've definitely gained a new perspective.
This is good and bad. Good because | have seen and experi enced many wonder f ul
peopl e that otherw se | probably woul d never have had the opportunity to
neet. It's bad because | nust now acknow edge and no | onger deny the obvious--
and that is how bad sone of these people's lives really are. Wfe abuse,
child abuse, crinme, and drug abuse are happeni ng every second of every day.
Where before | didn't see it, ny eyes were shut to it, they are now w de
open! "

"The internship is proof that the whole is greater than the sumof its
parts. No matter what it is that you think you know, there is going to cone a
time during the internship where you're going to feel |like a pig on roller
skates. But, how you overcone this, as opposed to how you react to the
situation, will determ ne how nuch you have really | earned, and how nuch you
need to still learn, about the real world. An internship is very "in-your-
face" about this."

"I have a new found confidence in nyself, a sense of acconplishnent,
and pride in hel ping others. | have gained a new respect for nyself. Sone
days ny supervisor would give ne a list of things to do, and | would think "I
can't do all these things!"™ But | did acconplish them and it did give ne a



sense of pride...| probably underestinmated this internship, because | ooking
back on it, it was nore than | coul d have hoped for."
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