SOCY490: Independent Study Syllabus and Contract
Content Analysis of the Portrayal of Alcohol or Other Drugs in Movies
Fall 2012
INSTRUCTOR:	 Heath C. Hoffmann		                   
                             19 St. Phillip Street, room 102                      
                             hoffmannh@cofc.edu 
                             Phone: 953-8182
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9-10:00 a.m.
                             Tuesdays, 1:30-3:30
                             And, by appointment.         

(REVISE DESCRIPTION TO REFLECT THE INTERNSHIP YOU ARE SUPREVISING) For this Independent Study, you will be required to write a 20-25 page paper on the portrayal of alcohol and/or other drugs in movies. Your paper will have to have the sections below turned in no later than the dates listed for each section. I will then provide you with feedback to help you develop the final version of your paper. While I provide minimal notes about what content should be included in each section, I expect that you are familiar enough with the protocols for each section to include the necessary content. Thus, the notes below each section are not meant to be exhaustive. 
(MODIFY LEARNING OUTCOMES TO REFLECT YOUR GOALS FOR STUDENTS)
LEARNING OUTCOMES
Demonstrate that you can develop a testable research question and related hypotheses.
Design an appropriate research study to collect data that allows you to test your research hypotheses.
	Conduct an extensive literature review and integrate that review into an integrated written review of the literature comparable to the format of literature review published in academic journals. 
	Analyze and interpret data, drawing conclusions from the data relating to your research question and the previous research. 
	Demonstrate professional presentation skills by presenting your research results.
(SPECIFY THE ACADEMIC PRODUCTS STUDENTS WILL BE EXPECTED TO PRODUCE AND THAT YOU WILL GRADE)
REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS
Introduction Draft: Brief summary of the research on this topic leading up to a clear statement of the purpose of your paper (e.g., clearly state the research question that your paper seeks to address). 
DUE: Same day as Literature Review by Monday, October 1, 2012 by 9 a.m.

	Literature Review Draft: Comprehensive review of the published scholarly peer-reviewed literature on this topic. Your literature review should include at least 15 articles. Ten of the 15 articles you review should be published between the year 2000 and the present. The remaining 5 articles could be published before or since 2000. Your literature review should lead to you identifying at least two testable hypotheses, the results for which you will report in the results section. Include the References section with your Introduction and Literature Review. Your references should follow the American Sociological Association’s (ASA) format for referencing materials. Follow the ASA format for citing sources within the body of your paper as well (http://www.calstatela.edu/library/guides/3asa.pdf).   

DUE: Monday, October 1, 2012 by 9 a.m.

	Methods Draft: The content of the methods section is similar to the research articles that you are reading and integrating into your literature review. 

	Define the population of movies that portray alcohol or other drug use and how you developed that list of movies. Websites like those listed below may be helpful in this regard:
	http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/drugs.html 
	I provided you with a list of more than 100 movies that contain significant coverage of alcohol and other drugs. The focus on this project is alcohol (not other drugs even though “other drugs” portrayed in the movies might be something that you code for in your content analysis) so keep that in mind.
	Draw a random sample of 10 movies from that population of movies, explicitly explaining the procedure you used to select those movies. To obtain your sample, you should give each film in the population a unique number. Then generate a random set of 10 numbers using a Random Number Generator like the one at http://www.randomizer.org/form.htm 

Describe the content analysis procedures (including the recording sheet you used to code the portrayal of alcohol in movies—include this sheet as an appendix). 
	State and define your independent and dependent variable(s), including specific descriptions of how those variables will be measured. 
Methods Draft Due: Monday, October 15, 2012 by 9 a.m.
Results Draft: Follow the format and protocol for the results section that you have learned in your Sociology classes thus far and that are practiced in the published articles you included in your literature review. 
	Explain the types of quantitative analysis you used to analyze the data. 
	Report the quantitative results of your analysis, including descriptive statistics
	Report whether your hypotheses were supported or not. 
DUE: Turn Results draft in with Discussion and Conclusion by Monday, November 12, 2012 at 9 a.m.
Discussion and Conclusion Draft: In this section, restate your findings in brief and discuss the implications of your research for policy (e.g., movie ratings, alcohol prevention efforts for teens, etc.) and what future research might be necessary. 
DUE: Monday, November 12, 2012 by 9 a.m. 

	Final Draft of Paper: This version of your paper should include all of the above revised sections. 

DUE: Monday, December 3, 2012 by 9 a.m. 
Each of the above items should be submitted to the OAKS Dropbox and sent to me an as email attachment to hoffmannh@cofc.edu by their respective due dates. I will respond immediately to confirm my receipt of the section or final paper. If you do not hear from me by 10 a.m. on the date a section or the final paper is due, assume I did not receive it and resend it. 
All normal ethical procedures for writing should be followed. This includes quoting the words of others, citing the sources from which quotes (include page number for quoted material) and information were taken. 


FINAL GRADE POINT DISTRIBUTION
Introduction:
20 points
Literature Review:
50 points
Methods:
50 points
Results:
50 points
Discussion and Conclusion: 
50 points
References Section:
20 points
Final Paper:
200 points

Total:

440 points


FINAL LETTER GRADES
Your final grade will be calculated by adding the weighted scores on the above graded elements. OAKS will be set up to make these calculations throughout the semester and you can check your progress at any time by clicking on “Grades” in OAKS. 
96.0-100%
A   (4.0)
74.0-76.9%
C   (2.0)
90.0-95.9%
A-  (3.7)
70.0-73.9%
C-  (1.7)
87.0-89.9%
B+  (3.3)
67.0-69.9%
D+  (1.3)
84.0-86.9%
B    (3.0)
64.0-66.9%
D   (1.0)
80.0-83.9%
B-   (2.7)
60.0-63.9%
D-  (0.7)
77.0-79.9%
C+   (2.3)
59.9%
F    (0)


